
PACIFIC COAST JAPANESE CONFERENCE 
APPOINTMENTS 2020 - 2021 

 
(1) Keith Tanita (E), Conference Superintendent…………………(First of four-year term) 
 
(4) Aliso Viejo, Becoming Church (CPP),…………….…………………Trent Meng (E) (Co-pastor) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (2) Amy Meng (CMC) (Co-pastor)  
(7) Anaheim (English)…………………………………………………………..Kevin Wong (E),  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (6) Matt Asami (E), (AP) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (5) Lauren Fukuzawa Wong (E), (AP) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (9) Kristin Ou (E), (AP)    
 Anaheim (Japanese)……………………………………………………….Under the Superintendent 
 Clovis, New Life Community…………….……………………………..Under the Superintendent 
(3) *Costa Mesa, Rise OC Church (English & Japanese) ………..Hisashi Ishitobi (E) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (3) Philip Sakanashi (E), (EP) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (2) Jenny Switkes (E), (AP) 
 El Cerrito, East Bay (Japanese)………………………………………..Under the Superintendent 
(2) Emeryville, Living Hope Christian Center………………………..Benjamin Robinson (E) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (2) Sunhee Robinson (E)   
(3) Glendale, New Life Christian…………….…………………………….David Cobia (E) 
 Lomita, Anchor South Bay (English)………………………………..Under the Superintendent 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (7) Wayne Katayama (E), (AP)  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (2) Ronette Okubo (CMC) 
(4) Lomita, Anchor South Bay (Japanese)……………………………..Mitsuru Okubo (CMC)  
(43) Los Angeles, Venice (English)………………………………………….James J. Miyabe (E) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (6) Linda Akutagawa (E), (AP) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (5) Nathan Cherney (E), (AP) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (1) Jimmy Doan (CMC) 
(2) Los Angeles, Venice (Japanese)……………………………………….Mari Otsuka (LP) 
(8)  Los Angeles, Westlight Community…………………………………Katsuya Omine (E) (Co-pastor) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (10) Lori Tamura (E) (Co-pastor) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (4) Stan Nishikubo (E), (AP) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (4) Timothy Wong (E), (AP) 
(2) Redwood City, Peninsula (English)………………………………….Andrew Yamazaki (E)  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (2) Emily Yamazaki (E) 
(4) Redwood City, Peninsula (Japanese)……………………………….Munetoshi Hatsusegawa (E) 
(12) San Gabriel, Mission Valley (English)………………………………Dave Fukuyama (E) 
(2) San Gabriel, Mission Valley (Japanese)……………………………Ed Park (CMC)  
(8) Santa Monica, Resplendent Light (CPP)…………….…………….Cliff Asai (E) 
(3)         Tustin, Voice Church.……………..………………………………………..Taka Iguchi (E) (Co-pastor) 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………  (2) Natalie Iguchi (CMC) (Co-pastor) 



*Formerly Costa Mesa, Orange Coast  
**Belmont, The Well CPP – Withdrawn from Conference and Denomination 
 
(E)=Elder; (D)=Deacon; (LP)=License Pastor; (CMC)=Conference Ministerial Candidate; (AP)=Associate Pastor; 
(CPP)=Church Plant Project; (F)=Fellowship 
 
SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS & RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Denominational Service: 
Jason Garcia (E), Church Growth Strategist; Eugene Hall (E), FM World Missions; Tsung-Yu Peter Pan (E), US 
Army FM Chaplain (Active Duty) 
 
Retired:    
Shin Asami (E), Arnold Doi (E), Gary Gaulton *(E), Harihiko Hirayu (E), Nobuo Ichihara (E), Soki Ito*(E), 
Stephen Kanai (E), Ryohei Kawano*(E), Raymond Narusawa*(E), Carl Omaye*(E), Clifford Rapp, Jr.*(E), Kay 
Sakaguchi*(E), Dennis Sato (E), Yoshikazu Takiya (E), Yutaka Tanabe (E), Carl Yoshimine*(E), Yoshiro Yunouye 
(E)   (*denotes ministers emeriti) 
 
Left Without an Appointment:   

Paul Kim (E) 
Yongsu Park (E) 
Nancy Terada Wong (E) 
 

Released for Ministry Outside the Denomination: 
Dave Watanabe (E), Japanese Camarillo Church 
Tim Coleman (E) Jews for Jesus 
Dennis Sato (E), Crossroads Community Church, Mission Viejo 

 Ryohei Kawano (E), Centenary United Methodist Church, Los Angeles 
 
 
Deceased:  John M. Miyabe (E) 
 

 That the following persons be withdrawn from the conference and the denomination: 
 Les Yee (E), The Well   
 
CONFERENCE ACTIONS 
 
Received as CMC: 

Jimmy Doan 
 
Discontinued as Conference Ministerial Candidate:  
 Tae Horiuchi 
 Makoto Seto 
 



Granted Certificate of Standing with view to Transfer: 
 Kenji Nitta (E), The River Conference 
 
Withdrawn from the conference and the denomination: 
 Les Yee (E) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 26, 2020 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Matthew Whitehead, President 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Keith Tanita, Superintendent 
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Ann Kuromiya, Secretary 
 
 
 
 


